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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, | was ab-
sent during rollcall votes No. 305, No. 306,
and No. 307 due to my spouse’s health situa-
tion in California. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on the Democratic Motion to
Recommit H.R. 2581. | would have voted
“nay” on the Passage of H.R. 2581—Verify
First Act. | would have also voted “nay” on the
Passage of S. 1094—Department of Veterans
Affairs Accountability and Whistleblower Pro-
tection Act of 2017.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Mariel
Ridgway, one of his secretaries.

RECOGNIZING OPHELIA GAINES

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the re-
markable career of Mrs. Ophelia
Gaines, who will retire as executive di-
rector of Concerted Services on June
30, 2017.

Mrs. Gaines’ career with Concerted
Services, a nonprofit action group that
focuses on fighting poverty throughout
28 counties in southeast Georgia, has
spanned nearly 44 years.

Mrs. Gaines began her work with the
company in 1973, traveling door to door
in low-income communities, educating
families on how to enroll in programs
like Head Start, Energy Assistance,
and Senior Nutrition.

Mrs. Gaines’ altruistic career contin-
ued with her decision to teach social
work classes at both Georgia Southern
University and Savannah State Univer-
sity, enabling young people to carry on
her work throughout southeast Geor-
gia.

I am proud to rise today to recognize
Mrs. Gaines, and thank her for all of
her outstanding contributions to our
local communities and to the lives of
our fellow Georgians.

———————

WARRIORS CHAMPIONSHIP WIN

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, last night the
world watched my home team, the
Golden State Warriors, end a historic
season by bringing home their second
national championship in 3 years.

The Warriors, led by unanimous
Finals MVP Kevin Durant and leg-
endary players Steph Curry, Draymond
Green, and Klay Thompson, showed the
power of teamwork both on and off the
court.

The team is an example for young
people, showing that if you can work
together and trust one another, you
can accomplish anything.

Mr. Speaker, these finals against the
talented Cleveland Cavaliers were a
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thrill to watch. We saw basketball at
its best—incredible talent and a real
passion from both sides. Thank you to
the Warriors team for making our
dreams of another championship a re-
ality.

This remarkable team has made his-
tory as one of the best ever, winning a
record 15 straight games in the playoffs
and clinching a 16-to-1 postseason
record.

Thank you to Coaches Steve Kerr
and Mike Brown, the entire Warriors
staff, and all of the talented players on
their well-deserved victory.

Throughout this journey, Warriors
fans have stayed loyal and faithful, and
they deserve this victory as well.

My dear late mother, Mildred
Massey, was the Warriors’ biggest fan,
and I know she is smiling from above.
I can’t wait to celebrate with all the
Warriors fans and players back in Oak-
land. Go Warriors, go Oakland, go Dub
Nation.

———

CREATING ACCOUNTABILITY AT
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to applaud the passage of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Account-
ability Act. This important legislation
will create a culture of accountability
at the VA and begin the process of re-
storing the VA’s sole mission of pro-
viding high-quality care for our Na-
tion’s veterans.

For far too long, the VA has been
plagued with scandal. From years’ long
wait lists to out-of-control bonuses,
the VA needs real reform.

In their selfless service to our great
Nation, our veterans have sacrificed so
much to protect us. They shouldn’t be
plagued with difficulty accessing the
care that they need and deserve.

As the mother of an Active-Duty U.S.
Marine, I am sympathetic to the needs
of our veterans. It is among my top pri-
orities to make sure that we advocate
for a better, more accountable VA. On
behalf of the veterans of the 22nd Dis-
trict of New York, I am pleased to see
this legislation pass with bipartisan
support.

Today, we are correcting a wrong
that has hurt too many of our Nation’s
heroes. I look forward to seeing the
President sign this measure into law
and have full confidence in VA Sec-
retary Shulkin’s ability to implement
the important reforms contained in
this critical piece of legislation.

RECOGNIZING SAN PEDRO HIGH
SCHOOL GIRLS SOFTBALL TEAM

(Ms. BARRAGAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the San Pedro High
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School girls softball team who late last
month reclaimed their crown as L.A.
City Section Division I champions.

On the night of Friday, May 19, the
Pirates won their first city title in 8
years and 17th overall. Star pitcher
Cindy Robles persevered through ill-
ness to throw a four-hitter with three
strikeouts, illustrating her toughness
after coming down with a 102-degree
fever earlier in the day.

Her teammates were behind her
every step of the way, always making
the key play at the necessary moment.
By rallying together and continually
picking each other up, the Pirates girls
softball team represents the true spirit
of California’s 44th Congressional Dis-
trict.

No matter what adversity we might
face individually, our community al-
ways finds a way to rally together in
pursuit of our common goals. Mr.
Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute
to these strong young women and all
they represent.

——

EXPORT AMERICAN LIQUIFIED
NATURAL GAS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, last
week, Cheniere Energy, headquartered
in Houston, Texas, delivered its first
liquified natural gas shipment out of
the Sabine Pass terminal to northern
Europe, to the Netherlands, and to Po-
land. This follows shipments to south-
ern Europe from earlier this year.

Put simply, this is a tremendous
game changer. Exporting LNG is not
just an economic issue, it is a geo-
political security issue. These ship-
ments help thwart Russian aggression
and weaken Russia’s stranglehold over
Europe, and it is about time.

Under Secretary Perry’s leadership,
the Energy Department is finally ap-
proving licenses for LNG terminals to
ship LNG overseas.

Our natural gas is cheaper and more
abundant in supply than anywhere in
the world. Harnessing our domestic en-
ergy resources and exporting some of it
to our friends and to our allies around
the world makes sense for our economy
and for our national security.

We should apply the Blue Bell ice
cream philosophy to our domestic en-
ergy resources. It is: Use what we can
and sell the rest.

And that is just the way it is.

——
STUDENT LOAN DEBT BURDEN

(Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BRENDAN F. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Speaker, today, Americans
are more burdened by student loan
debt than ever. The statistics are truly
stunning. They owe over $1.4 trillion in
student loan debt spread out among 44
million borrowers. That is about $600
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billion more, or double the total United
States credit card debt.

And the problem is only getting
worse. The average class of 2016 grad-
uate has more than $37,172 in student
loan debt, which is up 6 percent from
the previous year. Yet President
Trump just proposed gutting the best
lifelines and safeguards that these bor-
rowers have.

The Trump budget cuts the Public
Service Loan Forgiveness Program,
which makes public interest and non-
profit work attainable for students, de-
spite their debt loads; it consolidates
income-based repayment programs
that are critical to managing repay-
ment; and it completely scraps sub-
sidized interest on some student loans.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot profess to
stand for the middle class, for Amer-
ican workers, and for American values
while pulling the rug out from under 44
million borrowers bearing the weight
of what is the greatest systemic threat
to our economic stability.

———————

AMERICANS’ RIGHT TO LIVE IN
FAITH

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, during his
confirmation hearing to become Presi-
dent Trump’s Deputy Director for the
Office of Management and Budget,
Russ Vought faced inappropriate and
unconstitutional lines of questioning
from two of the Budget Committee’s
Democratic Senators directly relating
to his Christian faith.

A Senator took direct issue with an
article Mr. Vought wrote last year de-
scribing a core tenet of the Christian
faith that salvation comes through
faith in Jesus Christ. After attempting
to twist that belief into a claim that
Mr. Vought is hateful and discrimina-
tory toward non-Christians, Senator
SANDERS said: ‘‘This nominee is really
not someone who this country is sup-
posed to be about. I will vote ‘no.””’

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vought’s qualifica-
tions are excellent. To take the view of
Senator SANDERS that is clearly tied to
a disagreement over a religious tenet is
discriminatory in and of itself.

Article 6 of the U.S. Constitution
states ‘‘no religious test shall ever be
required as a qualification to any office
or public trust under the United
States.”

Mr. Vought’s Christian faith should
not have been the subject of this harsh
questioning, and no excuse should ever
justify a public official putting some-
one’s faith on trial. We should not ig-
nore this episode but, rather, stand in
defense of Mr. Vought’s right to live
his faith as we defend the religious
freedom of all Americans.

————
AVON GROVE RED DEVILS WIN
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Avon Grove
Red Devils men’s lacrosse team on
their State championship victory.

The Red Devils finished the season
with a 23-2 record, beating Philadel-
phia area powerhouse Conestoga in the
PIAA Class 3A title game with a thrill-
ing 54 victory.

Sophomore Zach Augustine was one
of the heroes, scoring the game-win-
ning goal in double overtime, a mo-
ment that he described as ‘‘unbeliev-
able.”

This redeeming victory for them
comes 3 years after a heartbreaking
loss for the Red Devils in the 2014 State
title game. Senior midfielder Doug
Jones, a freshman on that 2014 team,
said: “‘I remember as a freshman saying
to myself that I wanted to get back
here. We knew we had one goal: to win
this. It means the absolute world to
us.”

I applaud the commitment displayed
by these young men, both to each other
and to their community. Congratula-
tions to the Avon Grove Red Devils
team, the coaches, their families, and
the faculty, staff, and students that
made this championship so special.

———

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE GOVERNMENT OF
BELARUS—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115-47)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida) laid before
the House the following message from
the President of the United States;
which was read and, together with the
accompanying papers, referred to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs and or-
dered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days of the anniversary date of its dec-
laration, the President publishes in the
Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with that provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the
actions and policies of certain mem-
bers of the Government of Belarus and
other persons to undermine democratic
processes or institutions of Belarus
that was declared in Executive Order
13405 of June 16, 2006, is to continue in
effect beyond June 16, 2017.

The actions and policies of certain
members of the Government of Belarus
and other persons to undermine demo-
cratic processes or institutions of
Belarus, to commit human rights
abuses related to political repression,
and to engage in public corruption con-
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tinue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security
and foreign policy of the United States.
For this reason, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13405 with respect to Belarus.
DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 13, 2017.

—————

THE PEOPLE’S NIGHT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. WALKER) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, many
times as our Members in the House
travel throughout our districts, we are
often asked: What is being done in the
House? What is being accomplished?

Well, this afternoon we are going to
take a few minutes and allow you to
hear directly from the Members, some-
thing that we like to call the People’s
Night. This is the people’s House, so
from time to time we like to bypass
any of the outlets and talk directly to
the American people.

Now, a lot of people might not know
specifically what has been going on in
the House. Well, I think these visuals
may aid in specifically talking about
some of the things that we are accom-
plishing.

For example, if you will see the
chart, this chart lists the House-passed
bills to date. It also includes the last
four Presidents. As you can see, the
House of the 115th Congress has passed
158 pieces of legislation; 158 bills we
have sent to the Senate or to the Presi-
dent.

The House isn’t the only one that has
been busy. Our President has been
busy. In fact, if you will notice this
chart behind, you will notice that we
are also at a record pace if you look at
the last four, five Presidents. Of these
bills, the President has signed 37 bills
into law, compared with the next most,
which was George Herbert Walker Bush
many years ago, with 35.

That is what the House is working
on; it is what we are working with the
Senate, we are working with the Presi-
dent.

But this afternoon I want you to hear
directly from some of the Members
themselves who have been very instru-
mental not only in what we have ac-
complished, but also some of the things
that we are looking forward to accom-
plishing over the next few months.

The first person I would like to intro-
duce to you is our chairman of the Fi-
nancial Services Committee, JEB HEN-
SARLING. Representative HENSARLING is
from Texas’ Fifth District and has been
instrumental in doing something that
we have been promising and trying to
accomplish for many years.

Mr. Speaker, with that, I yield to
Chairman JEB HENSARLING, my good
friend.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding to
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